Week 1
Careful What You Want For
Day 1: Colossians 3:1-4
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died,
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
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Day 2: Colossians 3:5-8
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is
idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used
to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must
also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice,
slander, and filthy language from your lips

Day 3: Colossians 3:9-11
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with
its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there is no Gentile
or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or
free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

Day 4: Colossians 3:12-15
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave
you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be
thankful.

Day 5: Colossians 3:16-17
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.
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Week 2:
Don’t Be Deceived
Day 1: James 1:1-4
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve
tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. Consider it pure
joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything.
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Day 2: James 1:5-8
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.
But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the
wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the
Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

Day 3: James 1:9-11
Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their
high position. But the rich should take pride in their humiliation—
since they will pass away like a wild flower. For the sun rises with
scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty
is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while
they go about their business.

Day 4: James 1:12-15
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the
Lord has promised to those who love him. When tempted, no one
should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when
they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then,
after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is
full-grown, gives birth to death.

Day 5: James 1:16-18
Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He
chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a
kind of firstfruits of all he created.
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Week 3:
Last Things First
Day 1: Matthew 16:24-28
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Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their
life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain
the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in
exchange for their soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his
Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person
according to what they have done. “Truly I tell you, some who are
standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”
Day 2: Matthew 19:16-30
Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good
thing must I do to get eternal life?” “Why do you ask me about
what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If
you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” “Which ones?”
he inquired. Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall
not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false
testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor
as yourself.’” “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I
still lack?” Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.” When the young man heard this,
he went away sad, because he had great wealth. Then Jesus said
to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich
to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this,
they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible.” Peter answered him, “We have
left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?” Jesus
said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the
Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father
or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a
hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. But many who
are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.
Day 3: Matthew 20:1-16
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“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay
them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. “About
nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the
marketplace doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work
in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon
and did the same thing. About five in the afternoon he went out
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and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have
you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ “‘Because no
one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go
and work in my vineyard.’ “When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their
wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’
“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and
each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired
first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also
received a denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble
against the landowner. ‘These who were hired last worked only
one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ “But he
answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t
you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to
give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I
have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ “So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”
Day 4: Matthew 20:20-28
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons
and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. “What is it you want?” he
asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit
at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” “You don’t
know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the
cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to
them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or
left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom
they have been prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard about
this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not
so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Day 5: Matthew 23:1-12
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers
of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they
do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy,
cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.
“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their
phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they
love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats
in the synagogues; they love to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. “But you are not
to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all
brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one
Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for
you have one Instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will
be your servant. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

Week 4:
Thinking It Through
Day 1: Galatians 5:13-18
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You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another
humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite and devour
each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. So
I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the
Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each
other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
Day 2: Galatians 5:19-21
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness,
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Day 3: Galatians 5:22-26
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become
conceited, provoking and envying each other.
Day 4: Galatians 6:1-6
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by
the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves,
or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks they are
something when they are not, they deceive themselves. Each
one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in
themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone
else, for each one should carry their own load. Nevertheless, the
one who receives instruction in the word should share all good
things with their instructor.
Day 5: Galatians 6:7-10
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Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will
reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

